NOTES

AT various point in the text it was desirable to avoid
the risk of losing the main thread of the argument by
plunging into a tangle of detail. These notes are in-
tended to fill the gaps which were left in an effort to
avoid this danger. In addition the argument as a whole
may raise one or two questions in different minds, and
an attempt will be made to deal very briefly with these
points as well as with those which were mentioned in
the course of the main argument.

WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO THE WORLD?

The argument on this point kads directly into the
realm of economics, and that being so it is probable
that some will already have decided not to follow.

This would be a pity. Economics are not dull but
intensely exciting. I am convinced' what follows is not
incomprehensible even to those who have never opened
a book about economics before.1 Moreover, the whole
thing is immensely important. Because if nothing funda-
mental has happened in the world, if everything is
working just as it was before, and if, therefore, without
any cause, the system which more" or less satisfied men
until, say, thirty years ago, has suddenly driven whole
populations to frenzy and converted apparently more

1 It is not possible, however^ to read economics for the first
time as quickly as you can read novels or even arguments about
morals. You do have to be sure that you have not only read the
words but taken into your own mind the whole sense of every
sentence before proceeding to the next,
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